Coccidioides Immitis Infection with Involvement of the Airway.
Coccidioides immitis is a fungus endemic to the southwest United States and can present as an asymptomatic infection, acute pneumonia, chronic progressive pneumonia, or disseminated extrapulmonary infection which most commonly involves the skin, lymph nodes, bones, joints, or meninges. Diagnosis can be made by serologic testing or by biopsy or culture of affected tissue. Acute pneumonia due to fungi cannot be readily distinguished from bacterial pneumonia without specific diagnostic testing. Occasionally, endobronchial/tracheal lesions can be found on bronchoscopy in patients with fungal pneumonia, and when present, should raise suspicion for this entity. We present a case of acute pneumonia due to C. immitis in a non-endemic region thatwas rapidly diagnosed by biopsy of an endobronchial excrescence. We discuss previous reports of airway involvement in fungal infections and the importance of direct discussion with a pathologist when attempting to identify regionally uncommon organisms.